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WEEK 2
Because of Jesus, sin is defeated.
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	“Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene went to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the entrance.”
John 20:1 NIV
	DAY 1

What is the best surprise you’ve ever received? On Easter morning, Jesus’ friends got a huge surprise when they went to see where He was buried. When they arrived, they didn’t find what they expected; instead of His body, they found an empty tomb. Just like that, Jesus was alive, and that changed everything! Because of it, we can not only have eternal life in Jesus one day, but we can trust that He’ll fulfill His promises to us today. What is something you hope God might do in your life? Share that with God, asking Him to show up and surprise you with even more of His love in that area of your life. 
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	“They found the stone rolled away from the tomb, but when they entered, they did not find the body of the Lord Jesus.”
Luke 24:2-3 NIV
	DAY 2

Life is better when we live it together. That was true for Jesus’ friends while He was on Earth, and it’s true for us today. When Jesus’ friends found out He had risen from the dead that Easter morning, they went out to look for him… together. They were experiencing the pain and sorrow of thinking they’d lost Jesus together, and now they wanted to experience the joy and celebration of this moment together, too. That’s because life was not meant to be lived alone. Jesus created us to experience the highs and lows together. So this week, think of a person you know who might be in need of a friend. Reach out to that person and invite them to do something with you—together!
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	“He is not here; he has risen, just as he said. Come and see the place where he lay.”
Matthew 28:6 NIV
	DAY 3

It means a lot when someone keeps a promise to you, doesn’t it? A promise kept shows us that the other person is trustworthy. It’s one of the reasons that following Jesus is so cool. He always keeps His promises, and that means we can always trust Him. When He was here on Earth, He promised His followers that He would be raised back to life. And on Easter morning, He kept that promise. An angel was even there to tell them that Jesus had risen, “just as he said.” It was a promise kept! Ask a trusted friend or adult to tell you about some of God’s other promises. Remember, if Jesus kept His promise then, He will keep His promises to you now.
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	“For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures.”
1 Corinthians 15:3 NIV
	DAY 4

Let’s just be honest: Parts of the Easter story are pretty unbelievable! Jesus, God’s Son, died on a cross, was dead for three days, and then came back to life?! It sounds like a movie or something! How can we trust and believe that this whole thing is even true? Well, God gave us the Bible—real accounts of what happened written by real people who were really there—to help it all make a little more sense. This week, read parts of the Easter story in your Bible. Then, ask your Small Group Leader to talk to you about what you read. Share what you learned and open up about some questions or confusions you still have. Then, commit to keep reading to learn more about Jesus!
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	If you declare with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.”
Romans 10:9 NIV
	DAY 5

Have you ever wondered how to put your trust in Jesus? Maybe you think you’re supposed to pray a certain prayer, or do a bunch of good things, or make sure you’re completely perfect before you come to Him. The good news is that faith in Jesus is a lot simpler than all of that. If we want to put our trust in Him, all we have to do is believe in our hearts and tell Him with our mouths.

It might sound simple, but that’s all it really takes. Have you put your trust in Jesus? If you have, thank Him for making that possible. And if you haven’t, choose an adult you trust to talk to about what it might mean to put your faith in Him.
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